QSL CONTENTS AND TECHNIQUES

 


    By 7/26/01 R. BACHARACH, WA2EMF

TO WHOM ARE YOU MAILING THE CARD?   

· Direct to station worked within USA
· Direct to station worked DX
· To QSL Manager of DX Station
· To ARRL DX QSL Bureau
· To Net-Specific USA QSL Bureaus
· To QSL Forwarding Services    - or VIRTUAL EMAIL QSL Services
THE QSL CARD:   

For efficient handling by recipient or QSL managers ALL QSO and return address data should be on the same side of the card, therefore a single-sided card is preferable for higher rates of return (and less expensive).

If you choose to have a double-sided QSL card, both sides should have your call sign printed in BOLD lettering.

Printed Contents

· Your Call Sign

· Your Full Name

· Your Address, City, State and Zip

· Your County    

(e.g.  York)

· Your Grid Square  
(EM94)

· Other Data

· Previous Call Signs (if desired)

· ARRL Logo

· Net-specific membership data:

· 10-10 Number, Century Club VIP Number, etc.

QSO Fill-in Data

· Call Sign of Station Worked
· Add to call sign if QRP=/QRP,   Mobile=/M, Marine Mobile=/MM
· Certain QRP & other Awards REQUIRE the “/” designator
· Correct Date based on Universal Coordinated Time (UTC)
· Correct Time of QSO Start (UTC): NEVER USE LOCAL TIME
· Band (e.g. transmit freq [14.195], freq band [14MHz] or 20 mtrs)
· Signal Report:  Preferably both Sent and Received
· Note: Both reports required If you work a mobile on WAS nets 
· Mode:CW,  SSB,  USB,  LSB, AM,  FM,  RTTY, AMTOR, PSK31, etc.
· Contest Exchange or Serial Number (if applicable) 
· Net Number or Time (if applicable) such as 3905 Century Club LATE
· Check Box:   PSE QSL   or    TNX QSL
· IMPORTANT:    SIGN THE CARD!      73,  BOB
The Mailing Envelope    (Use  #10 Business Envelope)

DO !

· For U.S. Contacts:  Include #6-3/4 Self Addressed Stamped Envelope
· For DX Contacts:    Include #6-3/4 Self Addressed Envelope
· Include two “Green Stamps (US $)” or 1 or more I.R.C.’s
· Insert I.R.C.’s or dollars into Self Addressed Envelope
· Use Heavier Weight #10 Envelopes
DON’T !

· NEVER, NEVER Put Call Signs on ANY Envelope
· (Exception:  QSL Bureau SASE’s)
· DO   N O T  Make ANY Reference to Ham Radio on the Envelope
· DO   N O T  Use Attractive or Special Stamps
· DO   N O T  Keep on Sending Dollar Bills or I.R.C.’s
· DO   N O T  Send an Untidy QSL or Envelope
· DO   N O T   Fold your Self Addressed Envelope
· DO   N O T  Expect a QSL Manager or DX Station to Provide either Postage or an Envelope
Finding The Address of the Station Worked

· Internet Sources:
· http://www.arrl.org
· http://buck.com
· http://wm7d.net
· http://www.golist.net
 (DX Stations and QSL Managers)
· CD Sources
· BuckMaster
· QRZ
· Radio Amateur Callbook
· Printed Sources
· Radio Amateur Callbook
· ARRL DX Newsletter
· Various Private DX Newsletters
QSL Managers for DX Stations and Dxpeditions

· Receive logs from DX Stations
· Reply to your QSL card directly, using your SASE or SAS with postage paid by your I.R.C.s or dollars
· Receive THOUSANDS of cards….   THEREFORE
· Your QSL MUST be CLEAR, PRECISE, BRIEF with correct date and UTC time
· ALL INFORMATION MUST BE ON ONE SIDE OF THE CARD
· ANY discrepancy will delay your card or prevent receipt
QSL Bureaus -  ARRL DX and Private Domestic

· ARRL Bureau for Incoming and Outgoing DX QSLs  ONLY

· 260 Outgoing DXCC Countries serviced 

· ARRL Incoming DX Bureau Free for ALL HAMS

· ARRL Outgoing DX Bureau Requires ARRL Membership and charges computed by weight at approximately $4 per half pound of cards

· Use the Incoming Bureau for YOUR CALL SIGN AREA

· Keep any INCOMING QSL Bureau you use WELL SUPPLIED WITH SASE’s addressed in accordance with the Bureau’s directions

VIRTUAL QSLing.     VQSL.NET

· Wave of the Future ??
· QSL accomplished via email for registered users
· Limited by availability of email/internet in DX Countries
· NOT  YET  ACCEPTED FOR MOST AWARDS/CERTIFICATES
· WHEN WIDELY ACCEPTED..  
· WILL PROVIDE RAPID CONFIRMATION OF QSO’S
73   &  Good Luck collecting your QSLs..    Bob  WA2EMF

